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L etter to President Abraham Lincoln
Written by James Birney in 1865

Brief background on James Birney:

Birney, was born June 7, 1817 in Darwville, Ky. Hisis the first child of
James G. and Agatha (McDowell) Birney. James' father was an abolitionist
leader, a presidential candidate and one of the founders of L ower Saginaw (now
Bay City) in the early 1840s. James, the son, was drawn to the community
B around 1850 to be near his parents. Prior to this he lived in Connecticut, where
. hemet and married his wife, Amanda S. Moulton on June 1, 1841.

es was educated in the field of law at Centre College in Kentucky and
Miami University in Ohio, where he graduated from, and where he was a
professor for two yearsteaching Greek and Latin languages. He next moved to
Cincinnati, OH, where he set up alaw office before moving onto Connecticut where he met hiswife, Amanda
Mouton.

es and Amanda had four children: James G. Birney IV, born 1844, New Haven, CT; SophiaHull
Birney, born 1848, New Haven, CT; Alice A. Birney, born abt. 1851/52, Cincinnati, OH; and Arthur

Birney.

D uring his years in Bay City, James established himself as one of the most prominent men in Michigan. He
served asa city alderman, state senator, lieutenant governor, circuit judge of Bay County; and was
appointed minister to The Hague in the Netherlands by President Grant in 1876. Other significant
contributions he made were: Founded Pine Ridge cemetery, the first formal cemetery on Bay City’ s east side
of the Saginaw River; He organized Bay County’s first fair in 1865; and founded the Bay City Chronicle

newspaper.

sdied on May 8, 1888, and isburied a Pine Ridge Cemetery in Bay City, in a family buria where lays
is wife Amanda who died in 1886, several of their children and a brother.

About the Letters:
es Birney was a member of the Republican Party and an active politician. In 1865 he wrote the

ollowing lettersto Presdent Abraham Lincoln in hopes that he might be chosen to serve his country at a
national level.



e, A e TR e
e | T Pt s
| e, . 4
e o b g
AR SRR R
e e L F
- E - " .
i ; 1 I
5 M & W, i
b4 .
e
s
L
"
s

j‘?ﬂ, J-m,.r e w7 ‘5'*;'

Py P hrufz?

E/I{‘lw ?ﬁ'm ?.4 {gfaﬂm
/’Z’ﬂ-nthq&" f rﬂ....- ¢ rﬂf?,ﬂ# /{iffﬂff’f

oy o/ J’a}n.f f?}u néff & s ﬂ&-éﬁ

Bvin St fﬂrﬁﬁ ‘/‘:m E:/g:xupu ﬂxrﬂ.rfﬁ

O hsmtm of afe et mddnsnd a&F

éf‘ﬂ‘#q :ﬂl«’ I'-!'Hl"ﬂ aLf rav e d ﬂy 1
/

1:&::{1“:::#*

-’?.-"u;!.n- e e Euﬂfw.z.a} An.mdi{; €2 ol ;‘
heaviced %r‘ A i
Ay :";/rw-..ﬂ.—f tpr:JJ/M iszh:nf.r’ éf/wj
e, i b ol ¥ gkt Fruapeotier - %o
L SRR fL oAk ade eue ,&'ﬁf ((:\i’fql'il.l-ﬂ ) ad eu ',s
Lo randied Cl Cos' uu.?.: »ﬁf wetl bo Loc | j
tram ¥ df ' (Ea..;u.ﬂ-r} '{M wn oot h%df :

fr'-l .H.‘ll'.l"' pogiand Mi W 1'.1 1-1;.



e e R B R ;

'rr{i H?'HJII‘I!‘I ;w‘l-td 0y ol cﬁhm,
fjluﬂffﬁ:ﬁm f fn’ .f _&i
?ﬁ mfu fﬂfm ?

Yot m h....JEEJ |
Aff.r.a f’aa e ¥ llr Otoen |

..rﬁ »ﬁ!’:uﬁ
«ﬁ:ﬁw =20 aim f:{-wm«fm ;
f&fﬂﬂ.r..&.- s -‘-‘f: s alls jfﬁémnﬁ f"{ﬂ-r-|

R !:: ar  Pnesrli-ciced En Codtmsr Olem |

Z: ffﬂ ﬁ:qitt-fi'ﬂ-ﬁ;{ A’?ﬂ‘ {EA&## J"’-'ur
IHF Lon vsir sns n»' fir-tfz /ﬂtw F.#-H,

dorele Faw (i ."?l'.;-l'."u_. 4:.1 s evesr Fou i

Jaj.: ..‘E..uiu% - fru»&f:?{. ﬁ-u#f',.:_rd‘.':
i o tewa st mﬂifﬁ}muf/ﬂrmifm{

-’)ﬁ- - d':f..l'l'r T T .‘_'jf___.ir 'El';,r ﬁ//{{#ﬂ-ﬂ.trigﬁ {

"'I ipul ol Amend ij_’ B aA-E ® oo,
ok l e I'r-l'.l'l-'l'.-' ¢E-:-'I..-" Ol Ltjﬂ!| ﬂ.i--l.-"'\{-ntn :':

Vg e Mland lﬂ-ﬂi E‘l ﬂ'hé?:ﬁrrm {l l"'_-r,m -jj- 4
/ Fo clew ot e ?’ . ﬂ(.ntf’?hﬁw /':-'t}/
;?{“z;__f.?( m%nﬁyn ﬂ#ﬁ'nurﬂ amd
j;u::- ’? fﬁjtrr? eliv—giy ot ﬂ; fﬁw

l'l.-ul"u Ihlf;mr &"Ei:" ot el ew ol
|"'




( Xfre i ele et é‘l L£-7LES fﬂjmrf—zﬂ Ceae el
ﬂﬂf.-tuun-f-) /fn/ romole en ﬁ?a{ﬁ tcf g ..
(ﬂ’ t/e Jeee Jens ’,{l«- {Lf , E!.-Ul-r' % ‘a‘é:m
faau 1 ré: nfun-ﬁi 1!'1{14: de tfrr;: tn fuf'}nj
tﬁfﬂ: @cu nf}; ,ffnu- 7“; ﬁ'f::.m feny /n ey
(el H;ﬂc leder tn H’: dotve aey (f}ld &7 Jici
it Cepnrin a 9y L ?/Azt te v f?{:t;n 2ot C"r(r.nrﬂ

}}:t}l[?' {i g ol afl'ﬂ.tl f.”-]y Fenea i€ JEenn-se t"?f!;r:uf;
' Colered J’att"ni £ Jtoe r 1{“” ) 1 Dacv

A)ﬂ.tu..- !”'rm;u rﬁu {ﬂﬂf ? ._rfﬂﬂ._.f > TRV,
l)‘tnr Jram-v f;"}- u‘rﬂ!"mii .I"rw ti alre i gaay;
L.;f:h j f‘-—"—‘-‘&'{-{ oy L e vde /{fﬁf '("-{:Eit..l-ﬂ.

flm&ﬂ%v-u.u Y efar, \jf'{}.uu Wowey ..~
Ceeved H?.E _ ﬁf., JﬁW L3t c‘-’(-u PTOPTY

%r}w 17 ear neadly Enlyxeal Lt
f:.u.u ’hw ﬂ{’n /Lffﬁ_ﬁ / J-—{{rﬂf Cedy.
(Lh k ’h«? CernTn v (@eourae Z’/-

!h- b da { r T f&;’fﬂ?: el }?aﬂ/ﬁtt’r’{’,ﬁﬂ

At l-'ih_if ey ¥ ﬂ_yl"-f&,ﬁ

dribecs, l’f#} J_ ﬂ, )
/

fm rﬂf?/



Far ¥icoswPreshdomts
HANNIBAL MAMLIN,
oF m

B mhwm
ROWLAND. E TROWBRIDGE,

ﬂmm

BTATE mn‘rm
For Governer—BTETEN Wi ARR,

Fer dbows. Clpmarmer-—id AMEES
P @ate Tremsrer—iimN o

Fer mmw -, 1 W
For Sheretory  Baiee3 AMES I#

-..-—l‘_""

m;r. Augret S, 1060,
At bem ofelonks AL M, hl.h-p-rp-

MHLM Emu

e s e

A 1mmtmﬁﬂmmummﬂm ﬂnﬂaﬂu
W oprbesriabive

# Torwasli and Wards IJ'_|:-l
triel Na, Ok, of Db Cosgniy 'thlnl-u-r mre Pesynestet ta

pE ot vl Comas Blowese b tben Uity off Fikst,
Skl TREESDAY, Aogpust 20e m

ALdmo oeleck B B Bor the Wll-l
il m enrsdigete bor Ter s T ul'
ey “‘.H*It‘ci" st e g At g b “""‘...:.m e
are, fh:amarl ik S
‘!-rﬂu.th.'f-lh-ﬂm
T'i- ol e constiinled of W Barion,
Tt Whoar ; .

mnd B Ty off
kg, I“erﬁdw-lﬂﬂhmh“m

P80

Ermted Jrgem g

E

S ——— . e Rl 3
T A =y "y H=
-'-'*"'I-‘-.:-‘-I-—I-h"iilid P

- It having been aonounced that Hon. James
Birney bad scospted an iovitation from the
Young Mon's Olub, so address them on Fri-

tion in thix. comstry in its relations to the
Presidential candidates in that regasd. Mr.
Birnoy spolte with ease, flzency and elo,
and his views and sentiments were

received with loud tokens of approbation.

A the-close of Mr. Birney's remarks, Hon.
Rowland B. Trowbridge was called for ; and
though he was suffering from  the remains of
sovere mdisposition, be addressed the moot.
. ing for & sbort time. His appesrance was
| cathusiestically greeted, and bis remarks—
coveeived in the happiest vein-—were warmly
applanded.

The arrangemeunta of the Wl‘“-hﬂu‘
‘ boca burried wp for this oceasion, apd no
wm%-dn;ﬂnppﬁﬂmrw e
are unable to give even a synopsis of the
spoeches made. Mr. Adams, oo the part of
the Club, moved a vote of thanks to the gen-
tiemen for their very able exposition of the
prineiples of Republicavism ; and Scoator
Davis, upon adjourning, proposed three choers
for Birney and Trowbeidge, which was ar-
dently rasponded to, uprising, with waring
hats and handkerchiofs—and n tiger. The
fecling was altogether of the best kind, and we
regurd the opening of our wigwam as an
event acoomplished under the most favorabia
suspices, and holding out the most prowmising
suguries for the faturs of the campaign.
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Growih »f Hepublicanism in Saginaw.
Correspondence of The Detroll Dally Advertiser,
Easr Biginaw, fept, 12, 1800,

To the friends of freedom a word of en-
couragement. Behold, how the * light shineth
in a dark place!” Trath ia stranger than fe-
tion, and our faith has mearly become sight.
In this once dark and benighted lamd of De-
mocracy—this stronghold of the slavery apolo-
giots, Saginaw county—a new and holier im-
pulse is leading the people. There is no mis-
take in this matter—the indications are wumis-
takable.

The Hon, Jameas Birney, our gallant candi-
date lor the office of Lieuienant Governor of
the State, was advertised o speak at East Sag-
inaw on the evening of the 13th inst. One
hundred Wide-Awakes, with " lamps trimmed
and barning,” and freedom’s flags Hoating in
the air, led on by martial masic, went out to
meet and to welpome to their city this noble
defender of homan rights. It was a splendid

sight, and being the first appearance of the
“ Wide- Awakes” here, aitracted no little ae

tention.

Mr. Birvey's speech was a clear, candid and
truthiul statement of the positions of the seve-
ral candidates now asking a nation's suffrage.
He charged home upon the Demoeracy, that
they were the negro agilators and disunion-
Iats, instead of Republicans—ihat they were
the repealers of comprowises *gkim Lo the
Constitation™ in meredness—that in  their
rapks, and there only, were hands found
* ruthless enough ™ 10 touch them. Ho clear
and po candid were the arguments of the
speaker, that his words even challenged the
respect of his most bitler opponents on the
opposile side of the question,

Republicanism here is looking up. You
may pet down Baginaw county two huudred
majority for Blair, Birney and Trowbridge—
ihnhﬁlnuﬂﬁ:hm?. 3

Yours de.
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