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Letter to President Abraham Lincoln
Written by James Birney in 1865

Brief background on James Birney:

James Birney, was born June 7, 1817 in Danville, Ky.  His is the first child of
James G. and Agatha (McDowell) Birney. James’ father was an abolitionist

leader, a presidential candidate and one of the founders of Lower Saginaw (now
Bay City) in the early 1840s. James, the son, was drawn to the community
around 1850 to be near his parents. Prior to this he lived in Connecticut, where
he met and married his wife, Amanda S. Moulton on June 1, 1841. 

James was educated in the field of law at Centre College in Kentucky and
Miami University in Ohio, where he graduated from, and where he was a

professor for two years teaching Greek and Latin languages. He next moved to
Cincinnati, OH, where he set up a law office before moving onto Connecticut where he met his wife, Amanda
Mouton.

James and Amanda had four children: James G. Birney IV, born 1844, New Haven, CT; Sophia Hull
Birney, born 1848, New Haven, CT; Alice A. Birney, born abt. 1851/52, Cincinnati, OH; and Arthur

Birney.

During his years in Bay City, James established himself as one of the most prominent men in Michigan.  He
served as a city alderman,  state senator, lieutenant governor, circuit judge of Bay County; and was

appointed minister to The Hague in the Netherlands by President Grant in 1876.  Other significant
contributions he made were: Founded  Pine Ridge cemetery, the first formal cemetery on Bay City’s east side
of the Saginaw River; He organized Bay County’s first fair in 1865; and founded the  Bay City Chronicle
newspaper.  

James died on May 8, 1888, and is buried at Pine Ridge Cemetery in Bay City, in a family burial where lays
his wife Amanda who died in 1886, several of their children and a brother.

About the Letters:

J
ames Birney was a member of the Republican Party and an active politician. In 1865 he wrote the
following letters to President Abraham Lincoln in hopes that he might be chosen to serve his country at a
national level.     














